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Mica, which is obtained in large quantities from the
Nellore mines, occurs in the form called muscovite (vitrium
muscoviticum or Muscovy glass), owing to its use in Russia
in place of glass for windows. The ancient Hindu writers
recognised four classes of mica, corresponding to the four
castes of Manu, viz,, Brahman, white; Kshatriya, red-
tinted (ruby mica); Vaisya, yellow; Sudra, black. The

Fig. 26.   Mica crystals in the rock.   Inikurti quarry, Nellore district.
mineral in Nellore, which is characterised by a greenish
tinge, forms a constituent of the granite pegmatites, mainly
composed, like ordinary granite, of quartz, felspar, and
mica, in which the crystals have developed on a gigantic
scale. Crystals or "books" of mica have, in fact, been
obtained from the Nellore mines, measuring 10 feet across
the basal plane, and rectangular sheets, free from cracks